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A superb set of May Bumps sees PCBC go up 24 places, with the 1st women 
re-establishing their dominance at the top of the 1st division. See inside for 
details of all racing crews! 

PCBC Alumni Newsletter 
Mays 2008 Edition  



 

  

      Welcome to the Summer edition of the PCBC Newsletter for 
the end of the 2007-2008 season, which has proven to be one of the 
most successful in living memory for the club. After the highly 
successful Lent Bumps, in which we gained 17 bumps without 
being bumped once, there were high hopes for the Mays. Despite 
the spectre of exams looming over everybody, all 10 Pembroke 
crews put in a large amount of effort in races throughout the term. 
This culminated in an excellent Bumps campaign in which the 
Ladies regained the headship lost last year (which you can read 
about in more detail on pages 2-4), and the club overall went up 24 
places! 
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Ladies Headship Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 
Bumped Jesus 

Rowing down to the start on Wednesday, we were, in many ways, facing the unknown as to 
how Jesus ahead and Emma behind would have improved since our last encounters. However, 
we rowed down focused, and raring to go if a little too tense, and with some excellent 
comments from Kieran our last 20 strokes before spinning onto station were some of the best of 
term. 

Our start was good, and although our rhythm down the gut was not quite sharp we were on 
station with Jesus, who didn’t take a good corner, as we rounded Grassy, with Emma not a 
threat behind. Down the Plough reach we began to settle into our zone and Jesus were already 
struggling to keep us at bay. Round Ditton, and our first whistle came, followed by a fantastic 
middle four push which catapulted us down the reach. Around the railings we lifted a gear and 
came to two whistles (half a length); then again by the houses, we came quickly to three 
whistles and the bell that signifies overlap. An invisible bank of supporting sound from the 
Plough side cheered us along but it was still to be a fight before a loud ‘thud’ announced, 
before the hand of the Jesus coxed was raised, a well-earned bump under the railway bridge. 

Thursday 
Rowed Over Head 

Confident as we were from yesterday, we expected Jesus to go out hard off the start. 
Unpanicked by this, we had a confident, controlled row down, despite the wind, and pulled off 
our best start thus far as we practised by the Plough. This was not quite to translate into our 
actual start, but little was lost; two whistles to Jesus by the middle of the gut transpired to be 
highly optimistic, with the actual distance at this point estimated at a length and a quarter. We 
took the gut and grassy better than yesterday, and as the confidence began to come, our speed 
picked up down the Plough Reach and around Ditton. Onto the reach, the calls came that we 
were moving away and we increased the pressure, with a strong middle four push and repeated 
sharpening calls down the reach, which took us to 3, then 4, 4 and a half lengths by the time we 
crossed the finish by the P&E. 

Crew: 
Bow- Lindsay Hamilton 
2- Ellie Wheeler 
3- Anna Railton 
4- Sarah Airey 
5- Sam Bennett 
6- Laura Creek 
7- Heley Matthews 
Stroke- Alex Raftery 
Cox- Caroline Ely 
 



 
 
Friday 
Rowed Over Head 

We had a better start than yesterday, found a better rhythm, and managed to gain a little on Jesus off the start, 
whatever their boatman’s whistle may have been trying to indicate. They took this back a little when we failed to 
capitalise on Grassy, but never came within station; come Ditton, however, we again found our zone, and were 
at two lengths. Unphased, the Jesus boatman continued to give a whistle right the way down the reach, although 
they never again came up on us; but we were similarly unphased, being prepared to deal with whistles and 
blatantly fake whistles alike, and rowed over confidently with around 3 ½ lengths clear water. 

Saturday 
Rowed Over Head 

Yet again we didn’t really take much water off Jesus in the first few minutes, but it was a good row nonetheless 
and we immensely enjoyed the feelings of going off into clear water with a bank of sound in our backs! Come 
Ditton corner, and the pattern of the last few days continued with us starting to pull away (and the fake whistles 
finally ceasing); we were coming to around 4 lengths by the railway bridge and maintained this distance 
thereafter. After racing we did the traditional ‘victory lap’ down to Grassy, and (excepting some embarrassing 
spinning by the cox, that being me!) put on a show for the spectators who were waiting to watch the men’s 
division; we even managed some bursts and a practice start. Natural euphoria; HEAD OF THE RIVER to top off 
an unbeaten term! 

Reports by Caroline Ely (W1 Cox) 

 



 
 

  
 
All Bumped Up!    By Ellie Wheeler 
 
     ‘You’re fine, ladies, you’re fine’. Kevin’s calm voice on the bank only conveys a 
slight note of the jangling agitation that’s coursing through the bodies and minds of the seven girls sat in front 
of me, and the one behind. The focus is on gripping the rough wood in my hands ready to make or break our 
start. Training my thoughts towards Kieran West’s simple direction to relax the shoulders helps to bat off the 
circling panic that’s threatening to descend. As we drift out to the full length of the bung, the Master’s 
countdown becomes higher and louder as even the ex-head of MI6 surrenders his cool head to the wrenching 
excitement of the first day of the Mays. 
    The seconds lengthen out, and suddenly the stillness erupts into purposeful movement as the canon goes 
off. The race begins in earnest as eight sets of unyielding erg and oar toned legs push down off the footplates. 
The next seven minutes of determined pain and the shouts of the Pembroke crowd as we fly around grassy 
corner merge with Caroline’s dynamic calling, and the thrilling knowledge that Jesus aren’t far off. 
    We skim beneath the echoing shadow of the railway bridge just as my muscles are crying out for the three 
whistles to be replaced with the tolling of Kevin’s bell. Then, all at once, a sudden jolt to the boat leaves me 
scanning the blades to my right and left in search of the crab that my rowing reactions tell me must have been 
caught. With a dreadful sense of momentary failure, I turn around to discover the Jesus Cox, metres away, 
holding up his hand, and realize that that the jolt was, in fact, the bump which was to reclaim the Pembroke 
ladies’ Headship. 
    It was the combination of the extreme exhilaration that flew from this first flush of success, and the gradual, 
day-long build up of superstitious stress that characterized my first set of May Bumps. As it grew closer to 5pm 
each day, my habitual nervous inactivity culminated in the ritual of donning exactly the same kit and 
consuming exactly the same combination of blackcurrant squash and Haribo before cycling to the Boat House, 
willing myself not to have an accident on the way. A term of going out on the river six days a week, numerous 
pots, atrociously mind-numbing Ergs and (not too) limited alcohol consumption culminated here, and all we 
had to do after Thursday was not to muck it up. 
    Thankfully, my crewmates and I succeeded in walking the psychological tightrope that left us Head of the 
River on the Saturday, although the anxiety didn’t stop with the finish line. Our collective sense of elation was 
threatened by Caroline’s brush with fire as the confusion of paraffin with petrol resulted in the boat-burning 
going up with unforeseen ferocity. Thankfully, Caroline survived her trial by the elements that day (she had 
also fallen six foot onto the hard earth as she was riding the boat through College on the way to the burning, 
as well as having experienced a brief immersion in the infected waters of the Cam when we got back to the 
Boat House). 
    The desperation of the minutes spent waiting for the canon on the start - when you unexpectedly find 
yourself agonizing about whether it might not be more sensible to jump out of the boat and make a run for it – 
were more than compensated for by the pure joy of knowing we achieved what we set out to do. My first year 
of rowing with Pembroke has proved to be the most intensive and most rewarding sporting year of my life. I 
can only bow down in wonder and amazement that Heley and Anna, the other two first years in the May boat, 
are seeking an even higher level of ordeal and reward as they prepare to trial for Cambridge next term. 
 



 
 
 

M1 Race Reports 
 

 
 
9th in division 1 - up two 

Wednesday 
Rowed Over 

We got off to a solid start and settled into a decent rhythm. It wasn't our best work, but for the first day of Mays it 
wasn't too bad at all. We got a whistle around first post corner, out of the corner we put in a big push and had got to 
half a length by grassy. But then our day was ruined as Downing crashed into the outside of grassy and Emma just 
ran straight into them, leaving us to row over the course, 4 lengths clear of Clare down the reach. 

Thursday 
Rowed Over 

Today we knew that whatever happened we'd have a long row - whether we were chasing Downing or the overbump 
on Churchill it would take a fair while. Downing went out on a mission and bumped Emma in the gut, so we knew 
that we had to go for the overbump. Clare went for a massive push out of grassy and stayed a lot closer behind us, 
although never getting much closer than on station. We kept chasing until the end, but ran out of river a length off of 
Churchill. If we'd been starting 10th rather than 11th we could have rowed to top finish and may well have made the 
bump, but that's bumps... Emma are getting hit tomorrow. 
 
Friday 
Bumped Emmanuel 
 
Today we were back in the same situation as day 1, Clare chasing us with us chasing Emma. We went off as we did 
before, settling into a strong sustainable rhythm. Over the first 90 seconds we didn't move up on Emma and could see 
Clare were really going for it behind us, but we knew that our strength was in the longer pieces so didn't worry. As 
we came towards first post corner we began to move on Emma but unfortunately Clare were really moving up on us - 
they had clearly gone all out to hit us in the first 2 minutes. It very nearly worked, at the start of the gut they were 3 
feet off our stern as we were half a length off Emma, but then we put in a big push, moved away from Clare and got 
the bump on Emma towards the end of grassy corner. It was a slightly more worrying day than we had been 
expecting, but we got the result we wanted. 
 
Saturday 
Bumped Churchill 
 
With Emma behind us today we knew that if we didn't mess things up we would have a clear run at Churchill. We 
didn't have our best start and didn't settle into the best rhythm but the boat was still moving fairly quickly.  We stayed 
 

 
 
Bow: Rich Hunsley 
2: Andy Cusdin 
3: Andy Smith 
4: Jon Wolitz 
5: Matt Castle 
6: Will Deacon 
7: Alistair Chapelle 
Stroke: John Hale 
Cox: Helena Jaconelli 



  
 
on station with Churchill until the corner, and then began to push up. Churchill didn't fold in quite the same 
way as Emma had; they kept pushing all the way and so we really had to grind them down, eventually 
catching them outside the Plough.  
All in all, a reasonably satisfying May bumps. We'd done all that we could and it 
was other crews who'd slowed down our push towards the top end of division 1, but that's bumps... 
 
Reports by Rich Hunsley, Men’s Captain 2007-08 
 

M2 Race Reports 
 

  
 
2nd in division 3, up 1  
 
Wednesday 
Bumped Churchill II 
 
As with all Bumps races, the first day nerves were very high. After a whole year’s worth of training, we 
gathered at the boathouse with a great degree of trepidation. After warming up, and some final words of 
encouragement from the Vice Captain and our finishing coach, Henry Head, we set out to begin our Mays 
campaign. An uneventful, solid row-over soothed some nerves, but these soon reappeared as we lined up on 
station 3. We were chasing Churchill II, a crew we had been substantially faster than all year, but as always 
complacency would leave us with a disappointing result. As the cannons came and went and the seconds 
ticked by, the heart rates increased. After training all year, this was it, our chance to put the Second Men back 
into the 2nd division. 
The start gun went off; the first few strokes were pulled through with all the power we could muster, and 
moved the boat quickly up to full speed. After just 15 strokes we gained the 1st whistle, as we had moved off a 
lot quicker than Churchill. After another 10 strokes we gained another whistle, with the 3rd coming quickly 
after and the bell soon after that. We gained the bump just after 1st post corner, having started only on station 
3; the whole race lasted 47 strokes. After all the nerves the race had lasted little over a minute, but I’m sure 
nobody was complaining! In his eagerness to congratulate us, Henry fell off his bike and into the river, but his 
delight at seeing such a comprehensive bump meant that he hardly noticed it (thankfully it was the warm 
summer water of Mays rather than the freezing winter water of Lents!). Now to chase Queens’ II, and 
hopefully a place in Division II tomorrow!  
 
Thursday 
Rowed Over 
 
After such a short race yesterday, there was never a danger of fatigue affecting our result, and so we came 
down with a lot of confidence. We had been faster than Queens’ II over the course of the year, and so the 
bump was definitely possible. However, this may have lead to some over-confidence; the row up was scrappy 

Crew: 
 
Bow: Pete Pemberton-
Ross 
2: Mark Copestake 
3: Charlie Corn 
4: Rich Heywood 
5: Geoff Page 
6: Simon Smart 
7: Matej Janecek 
Stroke: Giles Dakin-
White 
Cox: Tim Ebsworth 



 

 
row up was scrappy and disappointing, but when we reached the start we were still confident. After being reassured by 
the Master that he had no split loyalties (Queens being his former college), we sat at the start ready to give it our all. 
Unfortunately a slightly rushed and scrappy start was indicative of the race as a whole; we never made any real 
headway on Queens’, and with Churchill bumped as expected, the only result was a long slog of a row-over. 
 
Friday 
Rowed Over 
 
Although our 2nd day was poor, it was also apparent that Queens had pulled something out of the bag over May term, 
and were significantly faster than we had given them credit for. Therefore a better attitude was needed, and as we 
arrived and rowed to the start it was apparent that we had it. Rather than a quick bump, it would require a long, 
determined effort to catch Queens. A much better start meant that we quickly pushed away Selwyn behind us (despite 
their assertion on the website that they would catch us easily), and made a quarter of a length inroad into Queens. 
However, they did not panic and this was the closest it ever got, with Queens pulling away along the reach. However, 
we showed a commendable willingness to keep going and not give up despite this. Another row-over, comfortably 
clear of Selwyn, means we have only one more shot at Queens, and with it only one more shot at the 2nd division. 
 
Saturday 
Rowed Over 
 
With it being the last day, and with next to no risk of being bumped by Selwyn behind us, we decided that today we 
would go all out around Ditton and the Reach to try and close the gap in front. Another solid row up, and a good start, 
meant we were on station as we passed round First Post and Grassy, and we moved up slightly along Plough reach. As 
we went round Ditton, Tim called for the push, and by driving our legs down faster and bringing the rate up, we 
managed to pull up to a length, and gain our 1st whistle on Queens in the 3 days of rowing behind them. Along the 
reach, cheering from the Pembroke marquee pushed us to within ¾ length. However, Queens never panicked, and kept 
this gap all the way to the finish. Later on they then rowed at the foot of division 2 (having rowed over head of M3 for 
4 days in a row) and deservedly bumped up into the division. All credit to them for some fantastic days of rowing. 
Although disappointed with going up 1 (unfortunately due to the strong position the club finds itself in we were 
actually the worst performing crew) we can take solace from the fact that the main reason for this was not our own 
shortcomings, but instead was due to a decent crew in front of us that we could not grind down. Up 3 in Lents and up 1 
in Mays is never an achievement to be scoffed at, and I have thoroughly enjoyed my year as Vice Captain. Hopefully 
many of the crew will still be here next year to finally push us into the 2nd division!  
 
Reports by Richard Heywood, Men’s Vice Captain 2007-08 
 

W2 Race Reports 
 

 
 

 
 
Crew 
 
Bow: Tara Lee 
2: Katie Borley 
3: Katie Woolcock 
4: Kelsey Edwardsen 
5: Marianne Butler 
6: Rosie Coad 
7: Maggie Gray (Vice-
Captain) 
Stroke: Tessa Montague 
Cox: Alex Whiscombe 



 

 
4th in Division 2, Up 3 

Wednesday 
Rowed Over 

It was always going to be a difficult day for W2. Although they had been faster than Darwin all term, the 
difference in speeds between Darwin and Fitzwilliam meant that there was never going to be much time to 
secure a bump. And that's exactly how it played out. After Darwin bumped out on first post corner and 
Selwyn bumped out on the Plough there was nothing left ahead to aim for and with no pressure from 
behind it was just a case of rowing a steady course through to the finish. Alex Whiscombe deserves special 
commendation for some remarkably good coxing through the gut with crews still clearing on both sides. 

Thursday 
Bumped Fitzwilliam 

Hopes were high for Thursday given Darwin's dominance over Fitz on Wednesday. Pembroke got their 
first whistle after only 20 strokes and quickly moved up to half a length. Fitz threw absolutely everything 
they had into staying ahead in an impressive display of fortitude but it was only a stall and soon burnt out 
allowing Pembroke to reel them in for a bump just coming out of first post corner. 

Friday 
Bumped CCAT 

Despite being faster than CCAT off the start, today W2 failed to find the same strong rhythm they'd shown 
on previous days. This allowed CCAT to hold them off with only marginal loss of ground down first post 
reach. Through a slow and steady attrition, Pembroke finally got their first whistle at the start of Plough 
reach. Suddenly Pembroke found their stride and rapidly clawed their way towards CCAT until they 
bumped coming into Ditton corner. 

Saturday 
Bumped Selwyn 

Working off the principle that anyone Darwin could catch, Pembroke could catch in a similar amount of 
time it was clear that Selwyn were likely to give W2 their hardest race of the week. However the crew 
showed, as they have done all term, that they aren't deterred by a long row and steadily ate away at 
Selwyn's lead across the course. The crew rowed to form from first stroke to last and got a bump they very 
much deserved a short way after coming onto the long reach. 

It has always been said that good crews go up three, lucky crews get blades and this has never been more 
true than for this term's W2. They have rowed consistently well all week and the denial of blades on the 
first day could not have been avoided. The challenge faced by W2 this week has not been small and they 
have had to compete with college first boats every single day. However they have faced the challenge 
head on and now stand 4th in the second division which is a remarkable achievement for such an 
inexperienced crew, most of whom only started rowing this year. My congratulations go to the entire crew 
on a very well deserved result. 

Reports by Adrian Potter, Regatta Secretary and W2 Coach 2007-08 



 
 

Matt Stallard- Biography  
 
Pembroke College Boat Club has a fantastic and varied history; anybody who has stepped inside the 
boathouse will see the plethora of pictures, oars, pennants and boards dating back from 1867 (I am well 
aware that if you are receiving this newsletter you will have stepped inside the boathouse, but it makes my 
point nicely!). As with all history, one of the most fascinating parts is to study the people that played their 
part in the events that make it up, and so over the next few editions I will take a look at some of the 
prominent characters that have played their part (those who received the last Mays newsletter will recall that 
a similar piece on James Crowden was included). The first one is somebody who has been an integral part 
of the club since he matriculated in 1961, and somebody who will be familiar if you have rowed with PCBC 
since then. I introduce to you Matthew Stallard. 
 
Mr Matthew C Stallard MA MB FRCS matriculated as a Pembroke student in 1961, and immediately 
became involved with the boat club. Despite his busy life as a medical student, Matt still found time to head 
to the river (or maybe despite his busy rowing life still found time to go to lectures!), and was in the 1st 
Mays boat in 1961 having already won a trial cap for CUBC (as Goldie was non-existent at this time) that 
year. The following year he repeated this feat, gaining another trial cap and Mays colour, but the year 1963-
64 was to be his most successful at Pembroke. Elected Captain, he led Pembroke to the Fairbairns Cup title 
(a feat repeated after Matt had left in 1964, in part due to his successful running of the club), and then taking 
them to Henley Royal Regatta led the club to victory in The Ladies’ Plate (for 8’s) in which they beat RMA 
Sandford in the final by 1 and ¾ lengths, and also to victory in the Visitor’s Challenge Cup, beating St 
Catharines, Cambridge by 2 lengths in the final (the silverware won at Henley was transported in the back 
of Matt’s venerable Morris Minor!). This season was the perfect finale to a successful time at Pembroke, in 
which he had also gained a 3rd trial cap, in addition to victories in the Uni 4’s, Head of the Cam and Trial 
Pairs. However, the one prize missing from this impressive collection was the Mays headship; despite 
having overlap on the headship crew (First and Third Trinity) they were just unable to bump; however, 
given the success Matt and his contemporaries achieved for the club, I think he can be forgiven! 
Having finished his undergraduate years at Cambridge, Matt moved on to London to finish off his clinical 
studies, but this did not stop his rowing;  in the University of London 1st boat in 1965 and 1966 (the latter as 
captain) he rowed in the 2 most prestigious Henley events, the Grand and the Stewards’, and in both was 
only beaten by crews containing Olympic and World Champions. He also competed at National Trials. 
After finishing his University rowing career, Matt continued rowing in London with Vesta RC, and also 
returned occasionally to coach PCBC, coaching another well known Pembroke name, Howard Jacobs, in 
1972. Meanwhile, his medical career was continuing to progress, and in 1981 he became a consultant 
orthopaedic surgeon at Welwyn Garden City Hospital. This allowed him to settle in Hertfordshire, and he 
soon became involved with his local club, Broxbourne, where he is now head coach; it is also the club 
where his son, Tom, began rowing. Tom has since gone on to row in 4 Boat races for Cambridge (1999-
2002, as president in 2002, winning 2 out of 4), World Juniors, World U23 and Senior Worlds, winning a 
gold medal in the M4+ in 2002, and a bronze in the M8+ in 2007. He competed at the Athens Olympics in 
the Men’s Eight (finished 9th) and has recently won an Olympic silver medal in the Eight in Beijing (which 
Matt was in Beijing to watch).  
As an orthopaedic surgeon specialising in back problems, it was inevitable that Matt would become 
involved with sports science and medicine, in particular in rowing. He was the team doctor at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics, and worked for the BOA in the orthopaedic HQ 4 years later in Seoul. He has been a 
long time adviser and surgeon to the ARA, famously operating on Tim Foster in the run-up to the Sydney 
2000 Olympics (this is mentioned in Foster’s book Four Men in a Boat). He is also currently on the ARA 
Executive Committee, looking at ways to reorganise the current points and status system to encourage 
participation by those who find it difficult to compete at Senior rowing. He has also competed in Veteran 
rowing events for Vesta, Tideway Scullers, Crabtree and Broxbourne. 
Despite these commitments, Matt has coached the 1st Men’s boat for PCBC since 1981, including the 1986 
headship crew. His coaching input has been invaluable to the success of many of the crews during this 
period, and it is for this that most members of PCBC will know and recognise him for. Unfortunately he was 
unable to coach the 1st Men this year due to his new commitments as the Head Coach of Broxbourne, but he 
aims to be back next year so that a whole new generation of PCBC rowers can benefit from his wealth of 
experience. There are few people who have contributed so much to the club’s welfare (he is also on the 
PCBC Steering Committee, which exists to oversee the club’s long term health), and for that I think that all 
of us, current students and Alumni, should be very grateful.  
 



 
 

Then and Now- Photos from 1923 and now 
 

80 years may have passed since these photos were taken, but the river and the boathouse 
still look the same (minus the balcony, but here’s to hoping that the balcony will be back 
in the not too distant future!). These photos are from Andrew Fullerton, whose father 
CCM Fullerton was in the 5th (Rugby) boat, of whom the photo is of. If you have any 
more photos from your time at Pembroke, please email them to me at rmh55@cam.ac.uk!  
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
  

M3 Race Reports 
 

 
 
10th in division 4 - up four 

Wednesday 
Bumped LMBC IV  

A wobbly start kept us about on station with Churchill and LMBC in the beginning stages of the race. Half 
way down 1st post reach M3 found their rhythm and settled nicely into the race with the first whistle coming 
at first post corner. It seemed to be just a matter of time then until Maggie were broken down with 2 whistles 
coming in the gut. A superb line by Kate through Grassy led to 3 whistles and overlap almost simultaneously 
and then a bump hard enough for most of the crew to feel but apparently not clear enough for the umpire to 
see! It was not given and we lost the overlap but within seconds the pressure was back on and the bell was 
ringing once again. The bump came just before the plough, the first time this year Pembroke M3 had hit 
another crew in a bumps race! 

Thursday 
Bumped FaT IV 

Much less of a battle that the previous day, little did we know at the time but this was FaT's grad boat and 
according to FaT's website they have been struggling to pull a crew together. We had a whistle whilst still on 
the start with 2 whistles quickly following as we went under the motorway bridge. The inevitable bump came 
half way down first post reach. 

Friday 
Bumped Corpus II 

Another bump we had to fight for. A strong start didn't bring any whistles today, but with us settling into the 
rhythm early on in the race we slowly but surely caught on Corpus, bumping in the gut. 

Saturday 
Bumped Caius III 

BLADES!!!  

Reports by Luke Tamkin, Member of M3 2007-2008 

 
Crew: 
 
Bow- Chris Bryan 
2- Andrew Young 
3- Ed Monk 
4- Mike Coe 
5- Albert Bartok-Partay 
6- Luke Tamkin 
7- Matt Smith 
Stroke- Adam March 
Cox- Kate Grant 



 

 

W3 Race Reports 
 

 
 
15th in division 3 - up five 

Wednesday 
Bumped FaT III  

In the words of the First and Third website: "Bloody hell, they were fast!", which basically sums it up. W3 started at 
station 3 and bumped before 1st post, a great start to the week, and they looked amazing rowing home aswell. Well 
done ladies! 

Thursday 
Bumped New Hall II then Bumped Churchill II  

W3 made short work of New Hall II, bumping up to the head of the division on First Post Corner. 

The second race was completely different, starting way down at the lock as the sandwich boat, but with no pressure 
from behind and nothing to lose. Although Churchill were pretty swift off the start, Mischa's excellent line round the 
corner gave them the first whistle just before the motorway bridge. Churchill didn't make it easy, but once the second 
whistle was given Pembroke closed with every stroke, bumping on First Post Corner and securing their place in the 
3rd division. 

Friday 
Bumped St Cats II 

We had no idea what to expect today from St Catz, as the race reports from their unfortunate double overbump 
yesterday suggested that they had parked prematurely/crashed rather than simply being ridiculously slow. St Catz 
held W3 quite well on the start, but the first whistle quickly came on the corner before Little Bridge and then it was 
only a matter of time before they closed in for the bump, pulling in under the motorway bridge to collect their 
greenery! 

 
 

Crew: 
 
Bow: Natalie Gonella 
2: Zoe Bye 
3: Kate Poston 
4: Hannah Arnold 
5: Dana Britt 
6: Catrin Petty 
7: Aimee McCreedy 
Stroke: Nicola Platt 
Cox: Mischa Foxell 
 
 



 
 
Saturday 
Bumped LMBC III  

W3 were behind LMBC III who were behind CCAT II, both slower crews on their way down the division, so 
Pembroke knew if they wanted this fifth bump (which they did) they'd need to finish this off quickly. After another 
good start they gained with every stroke, bumping before the motorway bridge. An amazing week for W3 - up 5 
places, up a division and lots of brilliant rowing. Blades!! 

Reports by Katharine Murphy, Secretary 2007-8  and W3 Coach 
 

M4 (Idlers Boat) Race Results 
 

Wednesday 
Bumped Fitzwilliam III 
 
Thursday 
Bumped Jesus V 
 
Friday and Saturday 
Rowed Over 

 
M5 Race Reports 

 

 

Wednesday 
Rowed Over (Technical) 

A rather disappointing result, especially since we were catching King's III slowly but surely in the opening 30 
seconds. Downing IV (2 boats in front) caught Girton IV very quickly, causing a complete river blockage. King's III 
were told to wind down, as were we, and we pulled into the bank. King's III somehow made it through the gap, and 
went on to get the overbump on Darwin III. We were left with a technical row-over, but wondering whether we could 
have chased and caught King's if we could have made it through the carnage. 

Thursday 
Bumped by Clare Hall II  

Girton IV failed to push off the bank today, and only finally managed to push off into the following Darwin III, just 
as it was overtaking them. This caused a major blockage, and we were instructed to steer wide. As we did this, stroke 

Crew: 
 
Bow- Stephen Balthasar 
2- Elgon Corner 
3- Roly Armstrong 
4- Kyle Lawson 
5- Bryan Tsang 
6- Jason Sanders 
7- Eddy Flower 
Stroke- Sean McGeary 
Cox- Andrew Norman 

Crew: 
 
Bow: Alex Jessop      6: George Towers 
2: Dave Rant              7: Jamie Shaw-Stewart 
3: Chris Hurn             Stroke: Nick Harding 
4: Thomas Rees         Cox: Aimee McCreedy 
5: Philip Sterne 



 
 
 in our boat caught a crab, thereby aiding us to steer neatly into the bank. Had we have managed a few more 
strokes, it would almost certainly have been another technical row-over, but as it was the chasing Clare Hall V 
crew overtook us, and despite almost ploughing straight into the stopped crews ahead, took the bump. 

Friday 
Overbumped Darwin III!  

We are starting bottom of the division today. We know we are faster than Clare Hall V, who bumped us 
yesterday, but will we get them before they hit Girton IV - will Girton even push off today? If not, it is hoped 
that the overbump will be on (Darwin III), but let's not speak too soon: they've another Girton crew in front 
(Girton III) who have already been bumped and overbumped... 

Saturday 
Bumped Girton III  

An excellent race today, with cool determination winning out as we steadily reeled in Girton III, to finish May 
Bumps 2008 up 3 places. There was never any pressure from Clare Hall V behind, who bumped us on Thursday, 
which goes to show that, at least in the lower divisions, Bumps races are as much about good luck as good 
judgement. 

Reports by Andrew Norman, M5 Cox  

W4 Race Reports 

Wednesday 
Bumped Robinson II 

Starting in 12th place we got off to a flawless flying start, bumping Robinson II just past the motorway bridge. 

Thursday 
Rowed Over 

Starting in 11th place we were looking for another bump. After another great start we were rapidly overhauling 
Queens III, getting within half a length of them. Unfortunately Queens had also closed in on Addenbrooks and 
got the smallest of touches to bump. Neither crew realised and raced on. We then caught a crab, but still 
managed with 6 rowers to close the gap with the still racing Queens boat!! Once the bump had been called, they 
moved out of our way and we steamed through. Unfortunately all the boats ahead of us had bumped so there was 
nobody to chase! Still the team put in a great performance rowing through to the finish, with the boats behind 
getting nowhere near us even though we stopped to sort out the crab. 

Friday 
Bumped Addenbrookes 

Determined to make up for the bad luck yesterday, we overhauled Addenbrookes before 1st post corner. 

Saturday 
Bumped Queens' III 

What a final day for W4! We went in confident of a bump but did not expect the race we ended up having. 
Having started well we caught a crab just past the motorway bridge. Rowing with 6 rowers we just managed to 
keep ahead of Addenbrooks before they were bumped out. Seizing the opportunity we stopped so sort out the 
crab. Once we restarted Queens III had a massive 7 length lead on us. Even the commentators thought we were 
finished! Slowly but surely we clawed it back to bump them 20-30m before the finish line. Well done W4, what 
an amazing effort to close 6-7 lengths to bump Queens. 



 
 

Junior Treasurer’s Report, 07-08 
 
The year was a healthy one for PCBC finances, with a net profit of £6,418.31 (income of 
£14134.60, expenditure of £7716.29) to the club’s junior account, although it should be 
recognised that one of the main contributions to this figure was a delayed payment from our 
now terminated sponsorship contract with Capital One. The other chief sources of the 
income were a profit of £2993.67 on the Regatta, and about £1500 from boat club 
membership fees of £10 per member per term. The other chief income for the club is the 
college’s GAC funding, which this year provided £5900 to cover necessary expenditure by 
the club. This includes race entries, transport and trailering, boat licensing (Conservators of 
the Cam), ARA membership, and equipment, which this year involved a camcorder for 
coaching purposes and much replacement coxing equipment. However the GAC allocation 
does not fully cover such expenses. We were also able to sell two old ergs, which counted 
against equipment purchases this year (all figures shown below are net figures.) 
 
As well as the above, the club also has smaller expenditures. As shown in the chart, these 
are: a small surplus of kit which was bought as spare and will hopefully be sold on to novices 
next term; fines, mostly accumulated during Bumps, to be paid to the Cambridge University 
Combined Boat Club; a loss on the ‘cocktails’ evening during freshers' term; subsidies 
towards coaching expenses; a contribution to the cost of the marquee on the Saturday of 
Bumps (listed as ‘Alumni’); and stationary costs, which include printing programmes for Boat 
Club Dinners as well as some Mays programmes for the Bumps marquee. 

Net Income, 07-08

GAC 
£5,900.00

Regatta 
£2,993.67

College Bills 
£2,240.93

Sponsorship 
£3,000.00

 

                                         

                                      

Net Expenditure, 07-08

ARA £200.00

Coaching £148.25

Cocktails loss 
£196.66

Conservators of 
the Cam £692.38

Equipment £285.03

Race Entry 
£3,780.00

Alumni £67.88

Transport 
£1,534.00

Training Day 
£225.00

Stationary £329.09
Kit £68.00

Fines £190.00

 

  
 



 
 

Review of the Season 
 
Coming to the end of another season, it is always worth looking back at what has been 
achieved and what we as a club have learnt over the past 12 months. During the season it is 
necessary to take the view, as Howard Jacobs would stress, that all that matters is the next 
outing, that the last is history. However, I hope you will excuse me if I take some time to 
review this season. After all, as one philosopher put it, “life can only be understood 
backwards, but must be lived forwards”. The key to sustained success on the river lies in 
learning from previous experience. 
The success of the Boat Club can never be certain at the beginning of the season; with the 1st 
women having lost the headship and the 1st Men going down 1, the upward momentum of 
previous seasons had been lost, and so there was as much risk of a poor season as a good one. 
Fortunately this was not the case.  
For the Men, the lack of graduating students in the 2007 May boat paid dividends, as the 
same 8 rowers all returned. This, coupled with the arrival of three 1st years with previous 
rowing experience, allowed them to establish a strong basis for the year (proved by the fact 
that 2 of the returning May colours were demoted to the 2nd boat in Michaelmas). This 
allowed the crew to move forward, constantly ranking as one of the fastest boats in 
Cambridge, leading to strong performances in the Fairbairns Cup (4th) and Lent Bumps 
(earning their Blades, unprecedented in the top division). The crew was bolstered by the 
return of Alistair Chapelle,  CULRC triallist (being named as one of the reserves for the 
Lightweight boat for their race against Oxford) and Matt Castle, a PhD student who first 
rowed for PCBC in 1999. The performances of all our boats this term are covered in more 
detail elsewhere in the newsletter.  
The Women were less fortunate; of the 2007 1st boat, 2 graduated, 2 trialled for CUWBC (see 
later) and 2 others would not be seen in PCBC colours until the May term due to other 
commitments. This left the Captain Alex Raftery, and the Vice Captain Maggie Gray, having 
to fashion a boat for Michaelmas and Lents from the pool of very keen Novices, who showed 
their promise by winning the Queens’ Ergs competition. Due to a great deal of time and 
effort, Alex managed to create a very competitive 8, finishing 7th in Fairbairns and earning 
their Blades in Lents, against most expectations. This laid a solid foundation for the May 
term, and proved to be a blessing as 3 of the keen Novices from the start of the year took their 
place in the boat for the May Bumps.  
So to next year; what are our chances of carrying on this success? With several members on 
both sides of the club trialling, and a number of 1st boat rowers graduating, the boats may be 
depleted for the first part of the year, but this will give a greater emphasis to develop Novices, 
and so come Mays (when the triallists return) we may be even stronger than now. What is 
certain is that the committee, rowers and all our coaches will ensure that everything is done to 
make next year as successful as this one! 
 
RH 
 
   



  
 
NEW COMMITTEE FOR 2008-2009  
 
Overall Captain: Andy Cusdin (3rd year Engineer) 
                           captain@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, amc94@cam.ac.uk 
 
Women’s Captain: Marianne Butler (2nd year Oriental Studies) 
                               womenscaptain@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, msob2@cam.ac.uk 
 
Men’s Vice Captain: Jon Wolitz (3rd year Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic) 
                                  mensvicecaptain@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, jw529@cam.ac.uk 
 
Women’s Vice Captain: Caroline Ely (3rd year Mathematician) 
                                   womensvicecaptain@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, cre27@cam.ac.uk 
 
Lower Boats’ Captains: Ellie Wheeler (2nd year English)- ew314@cam.ac.uk 
                                       Natalie Gonella (2nd year Vet)- ng318@cam.ac.uk 
                                       Ed Monk (2nd year Medic)- ejmm2@cam.ac.uk 
                                       Eddy Flower (2nd year Engineer)- ef277@cam.ac.uk 
                                       lowerboats@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com 
 
Secretary: Rosie Coad (3rd year Natural Scientist) 
                 secretary@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, erc40@cam.ac.uk 
 
Treasurer: Adrian Potter (Phd Mathematician)  
                 treasurer@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, atp27@cam.ac.uk  
 
Regatta Secretary: Emma Hindley (3rd year Natural Scientist) 
                              regattasec@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, elh52@cam.ac.uk  
 
Sponsorship & Alumni: Richard Heywood (3rd year Medic) 
                                       sponsorship@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, rmh55@cam.ac.uk  
 
Internet Secretary: Alan Day (3rd year Engineer) 
                              internetsec@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, amd73@cam.ac.uk   
                  

 
 


