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PCBC Alumni Newsletter, Lent Edition 

Welcome to the Lent edition of the PCBC alumni newsletter. This term saw strong performances from either side of 

the club and a few of our Lent bumps reports are enclosed. As ever, if you have any questions or would like to get in 

contact with the current Committee/club, feel free to contact me at sponsorship@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com. 

For M1, five returned from the Lents crew of last year, so expectations were high that we could improve on last 

yearΩs performances. The races earlier in the term saw 4th and 5th place finishes, but coming into bumps there was 

confidence that there would be a bump up. W1 came into it with only two people who had not noviced in 

Michaelmas rowing. The odds looked stacked against them, but they pulled through, winning Newnham short course 

and going up three in bumps and being the fastest Cambridge College VIII at WEHoRR.  

[ƻǿŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ 2nd crew meant good results in Winter Head to Head, 

Newnham short course and Pembroke Regatta, coming consistently amongst the top second boats. Unfortunately 

bumps were not as successful for them as they had anticipated and some bad luck compounded their misery.  The 

ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀ ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ±LLL ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ²н 

crews. However, in bumps they were surrounded by first boats and unfortunately went down as a result. ¢ƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ 

3rd crew managed be the fastest third boat in all of its races, winning its division in Pembroke Regatta! After going up 

ƛƴ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛōŜǎƳŀƴΩǎ IŜŀŘΣ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

For the latest news, please check out our revamped website www.pembrokecollegeboatclub.com, where you will 

often be able to find many of these race reports on the days that the races have taken place!  

 

mailto:sponsorship@pembrokecollegeboatclub.com
http://www.pembrokecollegeboatclub.com/
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Lent Term Racing Summary: 

Winter Head to Head 

M1: 4th in Mays 1st division (13:38) (4th M1 crew) 

M2: 4th in Mays 2nd division (14:41) (3rd M2 crew) 

M3: 3rd in Mays 3rd divison (15:38) (1st M3 crew) 

M4: 8th in Mays lower division (16:58) (1st M4 crew) 

Newnham Short Course 

W1: 1st  7:29 

M2: 8th 6:33 (1st M2 crew) 

M3: 2nd 6:34 (1st M3 crew) 

Robinson Head 

M1: 5th 8:57 

W1: 3rd 10:23 

W2: 13th 11:47 (3rd W2 crew) 

Pembroke Regatta 

aнΥ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ aŜƴΩǎ нnd division 

W2: semi-Ŧƛƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ нnd division 

aоΥ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŜƴΩǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 

aпΥ ƭŀǎǘ мс ƛƴ aŜƴΩǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

Lent Bumps 

M1: +1 (bumped Clare) 

²мΥ Ҍо όōǳƳǇŜŘ vǳŜŜƴǎΩΣ Cauis and Jesus) 

M2: -м όōǳƳǇŜŘ 5ŀǊǿƛƴΣ ōǳƳǇŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǊǇǳǎ ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴǎΩ LLύ 

W2: -3 (bumped by Murray Edwards, Homerton and Corpus) 

aоΥ Ҍн όōǳƳǇŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ L±Σ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ LLLύ 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ƛƎƘǘǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀŎŜ 

W1: 90th 20:49 (1st Cambridge college crew) 

W2: 265th 22:49 
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M1 Lent Bumps Report 

 

 

Wednesday: 

After watching the M2 races on Tuesday I was incredibly pleased that the sun came out a few minutes before our 
division was due to race. With the stream still fast we pushed out a lot later than many crews and were set up for a 
great start. Within a minute we had one whistle and bumped soon after just past first post corner. This race did a lot 
to relieve the nerves and it was also pleasing to see that we pushed off Jesus quite substantially. All in all a great first 
day. 

Thursday: 

We were starting behind LMBC and a crew that had beaten us by 5 seconds back at the start of term in the Winter 
Head to Head. We knew it was going to be a challenge to bump them. Like Wednesday we flew out of the start and 
again had a whistle within the first two minutes. We got the gap down to just off a canvas but then a big push by 
Maggie into Plough reach pushed us back a bit. Catching again up to Ditton we again suffered a second push by 
Maggie as they started up the reach. We continued to hold them at about half a length but never quite sorted out 
our rhythm. By the railway bridge we dropped off further and rowed over. 
 
Friday: 

Today we knew we had to react to LMBC's pushes and not give them the chance to get away. With a less convincing 
start we held them at about a length until getting onto the reach. We then struggled again to get our rhythm back 
and dropped away on the first half of the reach, but at the railway bridge 
we put in another big push and reset finishing just 3/4 length off them at the finish line. If reports from the bank that 
the top three all held station are true, then this means we were the fastest boat on the river.  
 
Saturday: 

After being informed the day before that Saturday was going to be a nice mild day weather-wise, we were instead 
faced with a massive hailstorm that started with the one minute cannon. Pushing out we set up for the start and 
failed miserably to keep handles dry, but when the cannon went we had a very good start. Catching Maggie again 
and getting two whistles by plough reach we neutralised their early attempts to get away. Coming around Ditton 
corner we closed to a canvas and by the railing the bell was ringing. About a minute and a half later and two hand 
changes by our boatman and the bell was still ringing. Having had to leave the racing line and chase LMBC across the 
reach in an attempt to steer for the bump we closed in again but they were ready for us. As soon as we made it to 
their side of the reach they put in a massive push and got away. We rowed over frustrated and tired, but knowing we 
had really given it everything. Well done to the LMBC crew for surviving what must have been one of the hardest 
races of their rowing career, we look forward to starting behind them again in the Mays.  

Finishing in the top four and at Pembroke's highest position since 1989 we can certainly hold our heads high. We 
now look forward to facing up against the other fastest crews of the division on the Tideway. 
 

Adam March 
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W1 Lent Bumps Report 

 

 

W1 ς Rowed Over 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŀŎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ DƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 
the first day, we were chasing Christs, a crew that has won races this term, but we fully expected that our recent 
improvements would see us comparable to their speed. We had a good start against the strong current and coming 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘǎ ōȅ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ vǳŜŜƴǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƭƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
we shifted our focus to the overbump (some might say unrealistically in the W1 division!) on Caius. Sticking to the 
race plan, with a fairly good rhythm going down the reach, we closed steadily on Cauis. Inch by inch, from starting six 
lengths behind them, we clawed Caius into our sights, earning our first whistle as we rounded the final bend before 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ оκп ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΧ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎΗ Lƴ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ōƻŘŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
well for the rest of Lents, and indeed the rest of 2010. 

Samantha Bennett 

W1 ς .ǳƳǇŜŘ vǳŜŜƴǎΩ L 

After the tough, committed rowover on Wednesday, we were keen to follow Christs up the bumps charts. First to 
ŎŀǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ vǳŜŜƴǎΩ ²мΦ ²Ŝ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ Řƻǿƴ CƛǊǎǘ tƻǎǘ ǊŜŀŎƘΦ DƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǳǘΣ 
QuŜŜƴǎΩ ƘŜƭŘ ǳǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŎŀƴǾŀǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎΧ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōǳƳǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴ DǊŀǎǎȅ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ .Ǌƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
cox, Alex Whiscombe, and a very solid row from W1! 

Samantha Bennett 

W1 ς Bumped Caius I 

With a bump under our belts, after nearly overbumping Caius W1 on the first day, we were very keen to get racing 
on the third day of Lents. After a thunderous bang from the cannon next to us, we had a very good start and rhythm 
down First Post reach. Although we struggled with our rhythm a little bit coming through the Gut, we had three 
whistles by the time we got to Grassy. An extremely well-executed lift out of Grassy, followed by a middle four push, 
took us the final distance to bump Caius at the Plough. A great row! 

W1 ς Bumped Jesus I 

Most of those reading ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²м ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
final day of Lent bumps to chase Jesus W1. After years of trading headship in the Mays, with Jesus usually winning, 
well, everything, throughout the year, we ƪƴŜǿ ǿŜΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎǊŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
WŜǎǳǎ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƻŦ ΨCƛǊǎǘ tƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ DǊŀǎǎȅΩ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŜǾŜƴ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ 
caught Caius the day before, we bumped them in style, just coming out of GǊŀǎǎȅΦ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘ ŦŀǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΧ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅǎΗ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜ ²м [Ŝƴǘǎ 
2010. 

Samantha Bennett 
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M3 Tuesday ς Rowed Over 

²ŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řay; from past performance they are clearly one of the 
fastest (if not the fastest) crews in this division. The getting-on draw had placed a little-known St Edmunds II ahead, 
whilst Emmanuel IV provided little in the way of danger behind.  Shakiness both on the bank and in the boat led to a 
sketchy start, by no means the best this crew can deliver. Nevertheless, the pace was good once the rhythm kicked 
ƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦŦ {ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘΩǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎƻƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎǿƛŦǘ ōǳƳǇ ōȅ 
Rƻōƛƴǎƻƴ LLL ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ L±Φ ¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊǿŀȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǇŀŎŜΣ ǎƴŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
whistle on First Post Corner. Had it not been for a nightmare crab at this point (tearing the footplate clean away from 
the fibreglass!) we would have continued to gain on them, and the bump would surely have presented itself. As it 
was, Alex was left to row valiantly arms-and-body all the way down the Gut, past the Plough, and onto the Reach. 
With everyone bumped-out behind we rowed over the course, but still the crew left the boathouse today with 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴΦ 

Chris Hinde 

M3 ς Technical Row Over 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŜƴǘ ƻŦŦ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
sustainable rating; after the stride things were unsustainable at 37 and it took a while to drop to 32. It became clear 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ пр ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀǎ {ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ L± Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
motorway bridge. Still, the crew pushed on in the knowledge that an overbump could be theirs for the taking. The 
lengths were steadily eaten away down First Post Reach, and by the corner the distance was down to 2 ½ lengths. 
Robinson were struggling after clearly having gone off too strong. This crew have had a couple of misfortunate days; 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CƛǊǎǘ tƻǎǘ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘƳŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǿƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΩΣ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
boat. Alisdair made it known that he was less than pleased as we learned that Downing III had failed to clear after 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳƳǇ ƻƴ [a./ L±Σ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ LŦ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǌƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
course, we should have got the overbump. 

Chris Hinde 

M3 ς .ǳƳǇŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ L± 

Today we were chasing a much weaker crew than the previous two days and we rowed up to the start with 
confidence. Having been in this position twice before, the crew was much more relaxed waiting for the cannon and 
Ǝƻǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ плΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ŀǘ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜ 
Regatta. After problems settling in to a sustainable rhythm on the previous races we were determined to stride well 
down. Shortly after doing so we heard our first whistle and pushed the rate back up. Powering under the motorway 
ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ 
age, even though it was most probably only 15 seconds for the whistle to sound for a third time. Eventually Kev 
started ringing his bell and the bump came well before First Post Corner. 

Paul Ledwon 

M3 ς Bumped Robinson III 

For our final day of bumps we were expecting a harder challenge than on Thursday since the crew ahead, Robinson 
LLLΣ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩs IV. Wanting to prove the Robinson coach wrong, who was 
ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ άŀƭƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜέΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
comfortable rhythm. We soon began to hear whistles but everyone stayed relaxed and just continued rowing like 
they had been. Our race pace was simply a lot faster than theirs and we caught them soon after the motorway 
bridge without Alisdair needing to call any pushes. This was by far the best we had rowed all week and was a great 
high on which to end our first bumps. BRING ON MAYS!! 

Paul Ledwon 
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²м ŀƴŘ ²н ŀǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ƛƎƘǘǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŀŎŜ 

 

t/./ ²м ŀƴŘ ²н ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǊŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜǿŀȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ млрǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜ όŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ олл British and international crews), W1 hoped to finish in the top 100. W2 
were making their first trip to WEHoRR in recent memory, with only First and Third Trinity also sending a W2 crew. 

tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ [Ŝƴǘ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±LLLΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊain on the Cam. In addition to training in 
/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ²м ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²н ŎƻȄ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ¢ƛŘŜǿŀȅ {ŎǳƭƭŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ 
leading up to the race. Both coxes were new to the Thames and took the opportunity to find the racing line, while 
those rowers new to the course got used to rowing on a massive river, and identified the landmarks between 
Mortlake and Putney that they would race past on the day. 

The weather on race day was perfect, always a surprise on the Tideway! Both W1 and W2 had clean races, avoiding 
blade clashes, and trying to make the most of the stream. W2 raced well over the 4.5 mile course, holding their own 
ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ±LLLΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǊŀŎŜΦ hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ²н ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ нсрǘƘΣ ƛƴ нн ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ пф ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ ²м ŀƭso had a 
good row, despite the cox box failing to give a rate, and conking out completely at Hammersmith Bridge (thanks to 
Alex Whiscombe, loudhailer/cox!). Perhaps the lack of rate turned out to be helpful, as the rhythm felt natural and 
lively throughout. Overall, W1 finished 90th, in 20 minutes 49 seconds. The solid result put PCBC W1 top of the 
/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ 

Samantha Bennett 

 W1 left, W2 right 
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M3 On Tour: Gunning-it  in Galaway 

¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ ! ŦŜǿ ǎǇŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΧ 

There were hurdles to overcome even before we left Cambridge, when a surprise research trip stole Alex Ritter from 
the line-ǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Wƻƴ DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǳōōƛƴƎ-in, we took a productive few 
days on the Cam to blend as a crew. On the eve of our departure, things were looking promising! 

Promising, that was, until mere hours before the flight when we received some potentially show-stopping news. 
Having rearranged the morning outing to get his Visa application to London, Nenad ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƘŜΩŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜƴȅŀƴ 9ƳōŀǎǎȅΦ bƛŎŜ ǿƻǊƪΗ ¢ƻ bŜƴŀŘΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ 
Boathouse by the time this dawned on him, leaving just Chris and I to beat him about the head with our blaŘŜǎΧ 

The River Corrib 

Fortunately, we had planned to take Matt Wraight as a spare rower all along (what luck!) and so the PCBC 
ōŀƴŘǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻǊǊƛō ƛƴ DŀƭǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ 
fortunate to be offered the loan of a boat from the local university, NUIG. Once we got the boat off the racks, we 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ όŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻǘǇƭŀǘŜǎΣ 
attaching them without a spanner, searching ŦƻǊ ōŀŎƪǎǘŀȅǎΧ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΗύΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ǇƛŜŎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
boat that was rowable, and all was well. 

The Corrib proved a whole new experience for our crew; for some this was the first chance to row off-Cam on a river 
so much wider and, in parts, far choppier than usual. With Rosamund riding high alongside us in a hilariously over-
powered launch, we took a leisurely 5km sight-seeing trip to the top of the river and the gigantic Lough Corrib. 

We were racing in the last of three Heads, so had Saturday morning free to nip down to the finish line and watch 
the earlier races. Meanwhile our cox, Alisdair, was busy with a spot of subbing-in as he headed off to steer an 
adaptive crew from Castleconnell Boat Club in the first Head ς what better opportunity for more familiarisation of 
the course? 

hǳǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 9ǘƻƴ tƘŜƻƴƛȄΣ ƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ wƻǎŀƳǳƴŘΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛƳŜǊƛŎƪ w/Σ Ǉƭǳǎ 
ǿŜΩŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ ¢ǊƛōŜǎƳŜƴ w/Φ hǳǊ ōŜƭŜŀƎǳŜǊŜŘ ŎǊŜǿ ƘŀŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ come 
together too, with Chris recuperated enough to row and Nenad hopping back in at bow. 
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¢ƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ōƻŀǘ ƻƴ 
a fairly new river. Alisdair did well to comply with some strange marshalling arrangements at the top, before we 
eventually rounded the buoy and wound it up to begin the race. 

Another Disaster?! 

!ǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŀǘǘƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ŧƻƻǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦŦ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ provide 
yet another upset. Clumsy Chris Bryan, our stroke-man, fell awkwardly on the uneven pitch and managed to sprain 
his ankle! We made a mental note never again to try our hands at unfamiliar sports the night before a race, and Chris 
hobbled back to the hostel to rest up. 

Saturday: Race Day 

We were racing in the last of three Heads, so had Saturday morning free to nip down to the finish line and watch 
the earlier races. Meanwhile our cox, Alisdair, was busy with a spot of subbing-in as he headed off to steer an 
adaptive crew from Castleconnell Boat Club in the first Head ς what better opportunity for more familiarisation of 
the course? 

hǳǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 9ǘƻƴ tƘŜƻƴƛȄΣ ƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ wƻǎŀƳǳƴŘΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛƳŜǊƛŎƪ w/Σ Ǉƭǳǎ 
ǿŜΩŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭǿŀȅΩǎ ¢ǊƛōŜǎƳŜƴ w/Φ hǳǊ ōŜƭŜŀƎǳŜǊŜŘ ŎǊŜǿ ƘŀŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ 
together too, with Chris recuperated enough to row and Nenad hopping back in at bow. 

¢ƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘing perfect rowing in yet another new boat on a 
fairly new river. Alisdair did well to comply with some strange marshalling arrangements at the top, before we 
eventually rounded the buoy and wound it up to begin the race. 
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The results were released in the Student Bar shortly after the race. Finishing 2nd place in the Novice category meant 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ōȅ b¦LD !Σ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ b¦LDΩǎ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
experience of the river. Pembroke finished 20th overall in Head 3 with a time of 15:22.6 for the approx. 4.2km race 
distance. 

The result also stood to settle something of a coaching grudge-match between Rosamund and her friend Ronan 
LǾŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ¦[w/Φ {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǎƻǳƴŘƭȅ ōŜŀǘ Ƙƛǎ LƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ уҌΣ it seems Rosamund is owed a 
Guinness! 

A Success! 

This inaugural PCBC trip to Ireland was a resounding success, providing a fantastic opportunity to get to know each 
other as a crew and, once the rowing was over, a chance to wind down from a hectic term. 

Many thanks to Rosamund for suggesting the trip and for accompanying and coaching us. Thanks to Alisdair, for his 
ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ ŎƻȄƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ bŜƴŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊƎŀƴǘǳŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
generosity of Charles Doyle ς Captain of NUIG BC, Robin Winkels ς Captain of Tribesmen RC, and Rachael Meehan ς 
Captain of University of Limerick RC, for the loan of their equipment. Thank you all! 

 

 

 

 


